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WHO CARES ABOUT RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION? 



Religious persecution affects everyone. 

Consider the case of Alexander Aan, a young man in Indonesia. 
Aan was raised a Muslim but became an atheist. In 2012, he 
made a number of postings to Facebook expressing his 
skepticism, such as, "If God exists, why do bad things happen? ... 
There should only be good things if God is merciful." 

After his postings, he was arrested for blasphemy. While 
imprisoned in the city of Pandang, he was beaten by other 
prisoners. He was sentenced to two and a half years, and a fine 
of 100 million rupiah (more than 10,000 USD). 

Religious persecution also affects Muslims. In Burma, where 
Muslims are a minority, they have sometimes found themselves 
the target of violence from Buddhists. A BBC story from 2007 tells 
of hundreds of thousands of Burmese Muslims who fled over the 
course of two decades to Bangladesh, living in destitution in a 
mangrove swamp because of the terror of the Burmese 
government. And even in countries where the majority are 
Muslim, Muslims may still be prosecuted under blasphemy laws 
wherever they deviate or are accused of deviating from the local 
established form of Sharia law. 

It should be unnecessary to point out that Jews are also 
persecuted. Anyone who thinks that anti-Semitism is an anomaly 
of 1930s and '40s Germany or that acts of prejudice and violence 
toward Jews are rare need only consult recent headlines. In 



2010, Mohamed Morsi , the current President of Egypt, compared 
Jews to "apes and pigs." 

Morsi's statement, though it would be legal in the United States as 
an act of free speech, is nasty enough. But words of that kind 
rarely exist without some corresponding action. 

There are very few Jews left in Egypt and few opportunities to 
attack Jews there. But Muslims have attacked Jews in Europe. 
There was a case reported in September 2012, when Muslims 
attacked a Jewish community center in Sweden. 

Besides Muslim anti-semitism, there are other sources, such as 
the Hungarian far-right anti-Semitic Jobbik party . And there is the 
anti-circumcision movement in Germany which takes very little 
trouble to conceal the actual object of its hatred. 

Above and beyond all this, it should be understood that it is not 
only the believer in a minority creed that is threatened in countries 
where religious persecution is practiced. It is everyone. In 
Communist Romania, when the government was eagerly 
imprisoning and torturing members of the Orthodox, Catholic and 
Protestant churches, it was also purging and killing members of 
the Communist party. No one was safe and no one was free, 
which seems like a good reason to take an interest in religious 
persecution. 



WHY XTOME EXISTS 



xTome.org was started in August 2012 to collect information on 
religious freedom and persecution. In form, it was modeled on 
cryptome.org, a site that collects information related to 
cryptography and privacy. The first and primary service xtome was 
meant to provide was a public repository of documents on 
religious freedom. However, as work progressed, other features 
were added. To improve communication about additions and 
changes to the site, a blog and twitter account were added. Also, 
a wiki allowed users to search bibliographic entries for the 
documents stored at xtome, as well as a means of finding other 
sites and links of interest. 

The original impetus came from a dawning awareness of the 
persecution of people of religious convictions, primarily Christians 
but also people of other faiths. Though such persecutions have 
been long-outstanding, they have traditionally received little 
coverage. Even where foreign policy matters are discussed, 
these issues have rarely come to the fore. For that matter, 
Western Christian churches have more often overlooked the 
threats to their Eastern brothers than otherwise, or have made 
faint acknowledgement. 

What are these issues? In many countries, Christians are 
required to register their places of worship. They must submit 
applications that are frequently denied or ignored. As a 
consequence, they have no legal place of worship and must 
worship in their homes (gatherings referred to as "house 
churches") or in places where they are not observed, such as the 
woods. Sometimes, on a variety of legal or quasi-legal pretexts, 



places of worship are destroyed. In the so-called democracy of 
the Russian Federation, both mosques and protestant churches 
have been demolished . In countries that do not pretend to be 
democratic matters are often far worse. 

In North Korea , a country that is bad even for a devoted 
Communist, any religionist is likely to be persecuted, treated with 
suspicion, subject to arrest, imprisonment, torture and execution. 
Christianity is an object of special horror to the Communist 
leaders. 

In other countries, affairs are different. The government is not the 
sole or even main persecutor, but discrimination and violence is 
intercommunal and social, both planned and spontaneous, casual 
and coordinated. In these cases, problems with the government 
may take the form of failure to respond to acts of mob violence or 
to cases of discrimination. Inaction or deliberate delay of action 
may be, at times, as damaging and deadly as a willful campaign of 
state-sponsored persecution. 

The countries affected by religious persecution range from the far 
east (North Korea, China, Vietnam, India, Pakistan) to the middle 
east (Iran, Iraq) to Eurasia (Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan) 
to Africa (Egypt, Libya, Somalia, Nigeria) to Europe (Belarus, 
Hungary, Turkey) and even to the Americas (for example, attacks 
on protestants in Chiapas, Mexico). 

Now that xTome.org has been online for a while and begun to 
take shape, this publication may usefully advertise the documents 
stored there and provide a forum for discussion. Besides that, a 
small publication of a few pages will be, in many cases, more 
easily digestible than a diverse mass of documents, however well 
organized. 



PERSECUTION SITES AT ALEXA 



Alexa.com provides statistics on web sites, including traffic ranks 
and reputation scores. Not all sites are listed but many are. 

For example, bosnewslife.com has a US ranking 695,850 and 
reputation score of 639; its overall Alexa rank is 1 ,214,356. 
Compassdirect.org doesn't have a US ranking but has an overall 
Alexa rank of 1 ,242,645 and a rep score of 1 ,334. 

The reputation score is based on the number of sites linking in. 
International Christian Concern's persecution.org has a reputation 
score of 1 ,473. The Alexa rank is 268,657 and a US rank of 
174,230. Voice of the Martyrs' persecution.com has a rep score 
of 2,381 , Alexa rank of 350,572 and US rank of 79,01 1 . The 
Norwegian forum18.org only has a reputation score of 524 and an 
overall Alexa rank of 300,536, but a rank of 2,235 among users 
from Norway. 

Alexa also provides info on audience demographics relative to the 
general population of the internet. For persecution.org, there are 
red bars showing relatively low audience numbers for people 
below the age of 45 and relative high numbers for those 45+. 
Oddly, the education metrics show low numbers for both "College" 
and "No College," but high for "Some College" and "Graduate 
School." Numbers are a little up for women and down for men; 
moderately up for those with children and down for those without. 

There's a tab for "Related Links." This is useful. Though not all 
links are relevant (or even represent active websites), it pointed 
me in this case to christianmonitor.org, which I hadn't seen before. 



A BOOK AND AN ORGANIZATION 



Their Blood Cries Out, by Paul Marshall and Lela Gilbert: 
Published in 1 997, this book was the first I read about the 
persecution of Christians. 

I was amazed that all the things described in the books had 
happened without it coming to my attention before. The news is 
full of information about athletes and performance drugs, about 
celebrities, about the rights of homosexuals to marry and of 
women to serve in the military, about discrimination against 
Muslims, about the teaching of evolution and creationism in 
American public schools, and about a thousand other things, 
without mentioning the long-standing, widespread and systematic 
persecution of Christians. 

Even in the churches, it receives less attention than it deserves. I 
was brought up in a Baptist church and attended a second Baptist 
church for several years, without the persecution of Christians 
ever being mentioned. There is no doubt that if I had been told 
during all my years in church what I learned in the space of a few 
hours through that book, it would have affected me profoundly and 
changed the course of my life. 

So thanks is owed to the authors and those like them who labor to 
bring to our attention matters that should be taught by the schools, 
carried consistently by the news, and underlined by the 
government. 



In some respects, matters have improved in recent years. The 
year after the publication of this book, the United States 
Commission on International Religious Freedom was created by 
the 1998 International Religious Freedom Act. That act passed 
the Senate nearly unanimously, 98 voting yes and 2 not voting. 
The house vote was 375 yes, 41 no, 1 present, 15 not voting. 
Those voting against the bill were Earl Blumenauer, Henry Bonilla, 
George Brown Jr., Helen Chenoweth-Hage, William (Bill) Clay Sr., 
John Conyers Jr., Philip (Phil) Crane, Michael Crapo, Diana 
DeGette, Norman (Norm) Dicks, John Dingell, Calvin (Cal) Dooley, 
Philip (Phil) English, Victor Fazio Jr., James (Jim)) Gibbons, Lee 
Hamilton, Alcee Hastings, Earl Hilliard, Amory (Amo) Houghton 
Jr., William Jefferson, Nancy Johnson, James (Jim) Kolbe, Robert 
Matsui, Jim McDermott, Patsy Mink, James (Jim) Moran Jr., 
James Oberstar, Ronald (Ron) Paul, Owen Pickett, Richard 
Pombo, Charles Rangel, Martin Sabo, Matt Salmon, Marshall 
(Mark) Sanford, Adam Smith, Victor (Vic) Snyder, Louis Stokes, 
Robert Stump, Ellen Tauscher, Maxine Waters, Melvin (Mel) Watt. 

When the reauthorization of USCIRF came up in 201 1 , it was held 
up in the Senate, reportedly by the interference of Dick Durbin. 
When USCIRF was finally reauthorized, several changes were 
introduced. The budget was lowered from $4 million to $3 million. 
It also placed a limit on commissioners of two two-year terms. A 
Senate amendment also restored the USCIRF panel of 
commissioners to nine, from the reduced panel of five given in the 
House version of the bill. 

USCIRF is not perfect. Its authorization includes a provision for 
the President to appoint three of its nine commissioners . 

One of those appointments to the current panel is Azizah Y. al- 
Hibri. She appears to have a dubious record of opinion, though I 
haven't had to a chance to fully examine it yet. There is 



information about her at Discover the Networks , USCIRF , 
PipeLineNews , FrontPageMag . 

But here's something interesting. Writing for the Huffington Post, 
al-Hibri commented on the case of an Egyptian teenager, Gamal 
Abdou Massoud , who was sentenced to three years in prison for 
allegedly insulting Islam on Facebook. She writes: 

"His religiously offensive comments about Islam on Facebook led 
to riots in his village that soon spread to neighboring ones. Seven 
houses were burnt, both Muslim and Coptic, and a high level 
meeting between Muslim and Coptic religious leaders was 
convened to calm the situation. The court sentenced him to three 
years in prison. One could argue that the anti-blasphemy law was 
justified in this case. In fact, in reaching its verdict, the court in the 
Massoud case specifically mentioned the twin grounds of 
incitement to violence and threatening national security." [Italics 
mine] 

In addition to her duties at USCIRF, al-Hibri also looks after the 
cause of anti-Muslim discrimination in the U.S., a phenomenon 
that I've so far only read about. 

There is also commentary about her at the Israel National News : 

"Al-Hibri appeared at an ISNA panel two months ago to call on 
Obama to stand up for Muslims against their American critics. And 
her insistence that no Muslim country practices true Sharia law 
appears to echo a familiar Islamist slogan. When the Archbishop 
of Canterbury endorsed bringing Sharia to the UK, Al-Hibri gave 
an approving quote. Last year at the Congressional Muslim 
Staffers Association she called for a "a council of scholars" to 
serve as a central authority on Islam for the United States." [Italics 
mine] 



This is only a cursory survey of the information available about 
her, and there may be other sources that would change the 
impression it makes. But it would be good to know what about her 
background recommended her to the President. 

The other presidential appointment to USCIRF is Rev. William 
Shaw. The President is entitled to a third appointment but 
evidently hasn't made it yet. The list of commissioners on the 
USCIRF site shows eight instead of nine, and only two 
presidential appointments. 

A new book by Paul Marshall, Lela Gilbert and Nina Shea will be 
out in March. It's called Persecuted: The Global Assault on 
Christians and should be well worth reading. 



